The Catholic Parish of Our Lady of the Rosary, Bexhill-On-Sea
The Communities of St Mary Magdalene, Bexhill & St Martha, Little Common

PARISH NEWS

4h October 2026
27t SUNDAY OT YR A

CAFOD Family Fast Day Appeal
this Harvest

Please donate to ourFamily Fast
Day parish collection.
Put your faith into action and share the
Lord’s love by supporting our global
neighbours experiencing shortages of
food and safe water.
Your gift can support children like Tayla
in Zimbabwe to stay in school by helping
communities and schools provide
nourishing meals, improve access to

water and grow food in school gardens.

2026 Parish Annual Mass Count
For our annual Parish and Diocesan
statistics, we kindly ask our welcome
teams to count all parishioners and
record on the documents provided,
for the last two weekends of September
and the first two weekends of October:
19/20, 26/27 Sept

& 3/4 & 10/11 Oct.

The Parish Office
The best way of contact continues
to be by email only:

bexhill@abdiocese.org.uk

To contact Fr Stephen:
stephen.obrien@abdiocese.org.uk

Sylvia Cousins Safeguarding:
sg1.bexhill@abdiocese.org.uk

The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.

Five hundred years ago, our coastline was a very different
place. For starters, nobody came if they couldn’'t avoid it.
Partly this was because, in the middle ages, on the whole
people didn’t feel safe outside the walls of a city. However,
also, the power of the sea frightened people. Not to mention
the power of smugglers, as those who know Rudyard

Kipling's poetry will know.

Brighton was not yet “old ocean's bauble”, but a tiny fishing
village called Brighthelmstone. Eastbourne didn’t exist as a
coastal town but as an inland farming village called
Southbourne. Our own town was not a coastal settlement but
a small inland village around St Peter’s and the Town Hall.
Hastings existed, of course, but only in the current Old Town.
St Leonards was a small community around the eponymous
church. We were, Cinque Ports naval activity apart, a literal
backwater. It took the Georgian fashion for sea water bathing

to make us the busy coast of modernity.

And so, in history, we see the truth of the idea that the stone
which the builders rejected becoming the cornerstone- the
key stone which supports the whole building. The image is
instructive- a medieval visitor to Bexhill, looking for a night’s
stay in an inn, perhaps, would find Devonshire Road
somewhat of a shock. If this is so in human affairs, how much
more true is it with God. Not only do we see the importance
of Christ, once reviled by the Pharisees, then seem as Our
Lord and Saviour, but we see also a joyful truth. No matter
how the world sees us, we are all so important to and loved
by God. Let’s rejoice that we too are privileged to be key to

God’s mission in the world.

God bless, Fr Stephen.
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We pray for those who have died: John Gramme, Joan Matthews, Neil Crossingham, Margaret Hargan
RIP.

We pray for the sick: Dorothy Smyth, Margaret Hitchman, David Spooner, Samuel Barden, Pete Cornfield,
Cecila Weathers, Margaret Carley, Jackie & Laurence Keep, Stephen Doyle, Ron Harbin, Jean Clifford,
Margaret McNamara, Elizabeth Doust, Pat Payne, David Ball, Sian Stevens, Kate Brignall, Sally Moore,
Terence Phillips, Jackie Malcolm, Bridget Bailey, Angela Burden, John Fitzpatrick.

Arundel & Brighton Diocesan Website: https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/

News: https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/news & Events: https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events

New Temporary Deanery Website & Newsletter: www.eastbourne-stleonards.org.uk.

Autumnal Deanery Magazine: autumn-2026-deanery-magazine.pdf

Liturgy & Prayer
Child Led Mass. 4" October, 9am, St Martha’s church. We will be celebrating our Parish feast of “Our
Lady of the Rosary” and observing "Harvest Festival". Children are invited to help lead the congregation
in saying the Rosary before Mass. All parishioners are invited to donate food to the food bank.
Altar Servers: Volunteers are needed to become Altar Servers at all Masses, at both St Mary
Magdalene and St Martha’s. You need to have received your First Holy Communion. Full training will

be given. Please contact the parish office or speak to Andrew.

Prayer for Priests: Every first Friday of the month, after 10am Mass, St Mary Magdalene (Rosary before
the Blessed Sacrament and prayer).

St Mary Magdalene Church - Sunday 11am Mass: More volunteers needed for the following:
Welcomers / Stewards / Money Collectors, if you can help, please email the parish office. All roles are

very fulfilling, so please do help if you can.

Diocesan Lighthouse Event: Saturday 28" November at St Martha’s Church in Bexhill. 11:30am —
5:00pm. This year, we have the privilege of hosting a Lighthouse, organised by the CDSC, the Catholic
Charismatic body of our Diocese. It is a day of renewal, where we gather again as a family of faith for a
powerful day centred entirely on the name of Jesus — the name that heals, restores, and brings hope.
Inspiring teaching, praise, prayer, testimonies, healing ministry, fellowship, and the joyful, life-giving Holy
Spirit.

Social &Pastoral
Fairtrade Fortnight - 215t September — 4" October: This special festival recognises and celebrates
farmers and workers in developing countries, highlighting issues of underpayment and exploitation. Join
the global movement by choosing Fairtrade-certified products, supporting ethical brands, and spreading
awareness. Fairtrade Breakfast: Fairtrade breakfast on Sunday 11" October, after 9am Mass, St
Martha’s Hall. Including fairtrade Lemon Muffins and a Raffle. Raffle prizes welcome, hall set up at

8.30am. This annual event will also be attended by Bexhill Deputy Mayor.

Sussex Catenians: A Catholic organization for men and their families

in Hastings & Bexhill. More info: https://sussexcatenians.org/ or scan the QR opposite.
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Parish Team

Parish Priest: Fr Stephen O’Brien. Parish Deacon: Rev. Simon Kirkdale.

FAIRTRADE

Administrator: Bonita Osmond. Safeguarding: Sylvia Cousins.

Parish Offertory & Fundraising
Mass Intentions & other payments: BACS: Name: RCD St Mary Magdalene, Acct No. 21077139,
S/C 40-05-20. (Please add a reference). Contactless Payments: To give by Card, please use the Dona
Contactless Machines; select the appropriate category. GIFT AID: Some collections are Gift Aid-able.
Second Collection: CAFOD Harvest Fast Day (not our GA)
Parish Collections 20" September: Offertory: £937.46 / GA: £165.00 / 2" Collection: £280.10
Parish Collections 27" September: Offertory: £968.27 / GA: £228.00 / 2" Collection: £386.13
August SO: Offertory: £645 / GA: £4180

Formation & Sacraments

Infant Baptism (Aged 0-6): Applications submitted via the website: https://stmmbexhill.co.uk/baptism/

Baptism: Children of Catechetical Age (7+): These children must be individually prepared, and we will

assess your needs on a case-by-case basis. Applications: https://stmmbexhill.co.uk/we-journey-together/

First Holy Communion 2027: This course is now full; applications are now closed. It is imperative

parent / carers attend every monthly session, and regular Mass attendance is fulfilled.

Confirmation 2027: Applications are now open. Application forms are available online from the

Confirmation page on the Parish Website and from Church porches.
Journey in Faith: Adult Formation & RCIA 2027 - Adult Baptisms, Receptions & Confirmations:

Applications are now closed. For those who have been accepted on this year’s course, you will be aware

the next session is 7" October.

Marriage: 12-months’ notice required. Please contact the parish office if getting married in Summer 2027.

Home Visits: If you need a non-urgent sacramental or pastoral visit, please use the form:

https://stmmbexhill.co.uk/visiting-the-sick-and-housebound/ or telephone 01424 210263 opt, 4.

Social & Pastoral
Next SVP Tea at 3: Monday 12" October, St Martha’s Hall. Info: bexhill@svp.org.uk All Welcome.

Catholic Women's League (CWL): Meet at 7.30pm on 1st Mon. of the month, in St Martha’s Hall.
Contact: 211717 or 221803. CWL: The Harvest Festival and Foodbank fund raiser and sausage sizzle

will be after 9am Mass on Sunday 4th October

Eastbourne and Bexhill Newman Association: Monday 12 October, 7pm to 8.30pm. Our Lady of
Ransom Hall, Grange Road, Eastbourne BN21 4EU. Talk by Dr Anthony Bracuti: What do young people
think about the future of the Church? Dr Anthony Bracuti is a molecular biologist researching into social

behaviour in nature.
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Saturday 3" October
St Mary Magdalene Church -
St Mary Magdalene Church -

No Mass
No Confessions

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OT YR A

Isa 5:1-7, Phil 4:6-9, Mat 21:33-43

Saturday 3™ October Vigil
Mary Magdalene Church 5.30pm-5.50pm  Confessions on Request

St Mary Magdalene Church 6.00pm People of the Parish
Sunday 4" October

St Martha’s Church 9.00am Tony Pryor RIP

St Mary Magdalene Church 11.00am Joseph Bates RIP
St Martha’s Church 11.00am Syro-Malabar Mass

Second Collection this week: CAFOD Harvest Day (not our GA)

Monday 5" October Ferial Monday in 27" week OT
St Mary Magdalene Church 10.00am Children of late Irene & David

Herring & Mary Herring RIP
Tuesday 6" October Ferial Tuesday in 27" week OT
St Mary Magdalene Church 10.00am Doris Nicholls RIP

Wednesday 7" October
St Mary Magdalene Church -

Thursday 8™ October Ferial

No Mass
Thursday in 27" week OT

Bexhill Cemetery 12 noon Burial of Paul Wurz RIP
St Mary Magdalene Church 6.30pm Adlissa Mathew (Birthday)
Friday 9" October

St Mary Magdalene Church 10.00am Joseph Thomas RIP
Saturday 10" October

St Mary Magdalene Church 10.00am Helen Elms RIP

St Mary Magdalene Church 10.30am Confessions on Request

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OT YR A

Isa 25:6-10a, Phil 4:12-14, 19-20, Mat 22:1-14

Saturday 10t October Vigil
St Mary Magdalene Church ~ 5.30pm-5.50pm  Confessions on Request

St Mary Magdalene Church 6.00pm Dina Green GE
Sunday 11t October

St Martha’s Church 9.00am Florence Raey RIP
St Mary Magdalene Church 11.00am People of the Parish
St Martha’s Church 11.00am Syro-Malabar Mass

Second Collection this week: PACT Prison Advice & Care Trust (not our GA)

Caring for our Church Clean: 17t & 18t October: Volunteers are

kindly asked to stay behind after all Masses to clean both Churches please.

Sacrament of the Sick
Urgent Visits

‘Last Rites does not mean
Last Minute! “As soon as a
person begins to be in
danger of death because of
illness, injury or old age, the
time for anointing has surely
already come”.
Home Visits
Office hours:
bexhill@abdiocese.org.uk
01424 210 263 opt 4.

Out of hours:

stephen.obrien@abdiocese.org.uk

For emergencies

i.e. Last Rites:
07872 396683

In Eastbourne or
Conquest Hospital:
Contact the Chaplaincy on
0300 131 5307 or 5308
who will coordinate the
visits to both hospitals (out
of hours ask the Ward to
call the on-call Catholic
chaplain).

In Bexhill Hospital: ask
the ward to contact the
Parish Office on 01424
210263 opt. 4.
Going into Hospital?
Ask for the Sacrament of
the Sick in Advance at

your usual Sunday Mass.

Care Home Visits: Please
clear the visit with the
Home before contacting
the Parish.
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